Catholic Cemetery Sunday

Feast of All Souls — 2 November 2008

In 2008 the annual observance of Catholic Cemetery Sunday is on November 2nd, the Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed. During this time of the liturgical year, as the days darken and chill in the northern hemisphere, the Church encourages us to pray for our beloved dead and for those faithful departed with no one to pray for them.

These somber days also help us reflect on our own death and the preparations we ought to make for our burial, preferably in a Catholic cemetery.

The Catechism of the Catholic Church reminds us of the significance of praying for our faithful departed:

From the beginning the Church has honored the memory of the dead and offered prayers…for them…so that, thus purified, they may attain the beatific vision of God.

paragraph 1032
Lest we are under the mistaken impression that prayer for the dead is without spiritual value to the living, the Catechism states:

Our prayer for them (the deceased) is not only capable of helping them, but also making their intercession for us more effective.




 
          paragraph 958 
The observance of Catholic Cemetery Sunday is a special opportunity to highlight our 167 cemeteries as sacred places where the bonds between the living and dead are most apparent. This is a time for visitation and prayer at burial places. In God’s ways, the living and the dead remain joined as one in faith and hope. The living and dead can still relate to each other and to God despite physical deaths; this is the Communion of Saints

Our Catholic cemeteries give powerful and enduring witness that our community of faith transcends our earthly existence. The bonds that we share are unbroken by time or demise.

Eternal rest grant to them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them.

May they rest in peace. May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.
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Catholic Cemeteries in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee

▪  All Saints in Pleasant Prairie

▪  Calvary in Milwaukee

▪  Holy Cross in Milwaukee

▪  Holy Trinity in Milwaukee

▪  Mount Olivet in Milwaukee

▪  Resurrection in Mequon

▪  Saint Adalbert in Milwaukee

▪  Saint Joseph in Waukesha

▪  Over 150 Catholic Cemeteries operated by parishes in the Archdiocese

